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Countess Billow, chilled by these remarks, still expressed
admiration for the artistic achievements of the great
Russian,
White had a great admiration for Billow's great intellectual
gifts and particularly for his oratorical powers, but when I was
alone with him he could not recall the time when he was at
the Hague with Nigra and Baroness Suttncr without thinking
of Germany's attitude there as open to serious criticism, and
the responsibility for this he placed less with Prince Hohcnlohe
than with Secretary of State von Biilow. He pointed out that
Germany had opposed all suggestions of an obligatory court of
arbitration, and had imposed difficult conditions, and also
that many of her delegates had been unhappily chosen. On
the other hand he was full of praise for Count Nigra who had
been a stimulating influence and had urged the principle of the
court of arbitration. White was devastating in his criticism
of the convener of the Hague Conference, Cm Nicholas,
whose indolence, inefficiency and dilettantism he said was
reflected in the entire lack of preparation which marked the
conference. From the outset he and most of the other dole-
gates, as soon as they realised the inadequacy of the Russian
representation at the Hague, foresaw the breakdown of the
. conference, whose real instigator was, in White's view, not
the Warsaw pacifist, Johann Block, but the Procurator of
the Holy Synod, Pobedonoszev. It was an injustice to accuse
Germany of being the only opponent of the court of
arbitration. It had been regarded with equal disfavour by
Admiral Fisher and Prince Munster, the leader of the
German delegation, by the former on the ground that
the British fleet could always be immediately mobilised,
by the latter on the ground that the German army
could be ready for war in a few days, so that a court of
arbitration could only give the less prepared enemy a chance
to gain time.
The personal relations begun between the American and
myself in Berlin were maintained in a correspondence which
was to continue for more than ten years* From this
correspondence I will quote-
One day I received from Mr. White the following tragi-
comic letter: